Letters

to the Editor of The Tirnes

Expenditures for Peace

To the Editor:

In recent books and articles
on the subject of Vietnam,
Gen. Maxwell Taylor has made
very clear that he supports vig-
orous prosecution of the war.
General Taylor is the president
of the Institute for Defense
Analyses, and his feelings may
be shared by many of the peo-
ple there. However, some of us
at that institution have a dif-
ferent view.

My own belief is that any
political gains stemming from a
military victory cannot possi-
bly be offset by the enor-
mous economic, intellectual and
moral investment which we are
continuing to place in this ven-
ture. The ultimate effect of the
war will be to diminish our
security rather than to bolster
it. The only available course
consistent with a rational de-
fense policy is to withdraw with
the greatest possible dispatch.

The foundation of our secu--
rity is not our military power,
but the strength and health of
our society. By diverting so
large a portion of our economic
capabilities away from essen-
tial domestic projects, by in-
volving so many of our intel-
lectuals in military affairs and
at the same time alienating oth-
ers to the point where they will
undertake no Government activ-
ity, and by reptacing the tradi-
tional American atmosphere of
hope and confidence with an
attitude of fear and uncertainty,
the Vietnamese war is very seri-
ously eroding this foundation.

1t would make us a stronger
country to rebuild Watts than
it would to bomb Hanoi. It
would make us stronger to con-
struct decent transportation on
our East Coast than it would
to destroy all the bridges in
Vietnam. It would make us
stronger to find ways to feed

those people in our own country
who haven’t enough to eat than
it would to develop methods to
defoliate the farmlands of North
Vietnam,

The Institute for Defense
Analyses was created by sev-
eral universities to enable sci-
entists and academicians to con-
tribute directly to the problems
of United States defense. Since
that word ‘“defense” has been

_stretched so far as to include

our adventures in Southeast
Asia, it would perhaps be ap-
propriate to stretch it a bit in
the other direction to include
other activities which directly
benefit the strength of our
country.

With that understanding of
the word, the most significant
contribution an organization
like ILD.A. could make to the
defense of the United States
might well be to direct a sub-
stantial portion of its technical
and intellectual resources away
from the area of military de-
fense and toward some of the
truly important. nenhlems - eur- -
rentlv facing ou JAMES SIMONS
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